
   
 

   
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer 2 

EYFS What makes every 
single person 
unique and 
precious? 
 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 
plays at Christmas? 
 

Why is the word 
God so important 
to Christians? 
 

Why do Christians 
put a cross in an 
Easter garden? 
 

How can we help 
others when they 
need it? 
 

How can we care 
for our wonderful 
world? 

 
In line with guidance from the DfE, RE should, through planned, purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity, provide opportunities to work 

on all the main areas of the foundation curriculum. 

Communication and language... including opportunities to listen to stories and poems and to talk about their feelings and begin to develop their narrative.  

Personal Social and Emotional development.... with a particular focus on respect... their own views deserve respect and other people's views deserve respect. 

Understanding the world... similarities and differences between themselves and others. 

Expressive arts and design... Children use their imagination in art, music, dance, imaginative play, and role-play and stories to represent their own ideas, thoughts, and 

feelings. 

Literacy children are given access to a wide range of books, poems and other written materials to ignite their interest.  

Mathematics children recognise, create, and describe some patterns, sorting and ordering objects simply. 

 

Yr1 What does 
belonging mean 
to me? 
 
Our world map 
including 
religions that are 
important to us. 

 

Why does 
Christmas matter 
to Christians (Core 
Learning) 

What do Christians 
believe God is like? 

Easter story 

 
Why does Easter 
matter to 
Christians? 
 

 

Visit to the church 
 

What makes church 
a special place for 
Christians? 

Why is the Torah 
important to 
Jewish people? 

Knowledge To know who I am 
and how I belong 
to a school, 
family, and 
religious and 
nonreligious 
groups 
 
To know special 
people to us and 

To know the story 
of the nativity and 
why it is important 
to Christians. 
 
To know how and 
why Christians 
celebrate 
Christmas 

To know what 
Christians, believe 
about God and 
Jesus 

To know the 
easter story and 
why it is important 
for Christians 
 
To know about 
some Christian 
traditions and 
practices at 
Easter. 

To know about the 
importance of 
symbols signs 
and artifacts that 
are found in a 
church. 
 To begin to 
understand the 
role of worship as 
an expression of 

To Know what 
Jews, believe about 
God and the Tora. 
To listen to some 
stories that come 
from the Tora 
including stories 
about Moses as a 



   
 

   
 

why they are 
special 
 
The importance of 
families and faith 
communities, 
relationships with 
others, the world 
around us and (for 
some people) with 
God.  

 common beliefs in 
Christianity 

leader and a 
teacher. 

Skills To start develop a sense of identity in relation to family, communities, and personal beliefs. 
To begin to know about commonality and diversity.... The importance of respect and the value of difference 
 

Yr2 Why do Jewish 
families celebrate 
Shabbat? 

Why does 
Christmas matter 
to Christians? 
(Digging Deeper) 

How do Jewish 
people show they 
belong to God and 
each other? 

Who made the 

world? 

What do Christians 
believe we can 
learn from Jesus? 
 
 
 

How do Jewish 
people worship g-
d? 
 
 

Knowledge To know the nature, 
features, history, 
and purpose of 
celebrating Shabbat 
today for Jewish 
people.  
To know how 
Shabbat is 
celebrated in the 
home and in the 
synagogue  

To know why 
Christmas is 
important to 
Christians. 
 
 To know what the 
nativity story 
means to 
Christians. 
 
 

To know about 
Jewish symbols and 
what they 
represent. 
 
To begin to 
understand the 
importance of 
symbols for Jewish 
people 

To know about 

creation stories 

from the Christian 

and Jewish faiths as 

well as other key 

religions 

represented in the 

cohort and secular 

world views.  

Learn how religious 
stories can help 
some people make 
choices in their 
lives today. 
  

Know that a Jewish 
place of worship is 
called a synagogue. 
To learn some of 
the key   
 
Know the names 
and meaning 
attached to Jewish 
artifacts. 

Skills Develop an enquiry-based approach to learning... asking relevant questions and finding the answers.  
To begin to learn about commonality and diversity....  
To understand how my identity related to family communities, and personal beliefs is important. 



   
 

   
 

To approach learning in RE with a growing understanding of the importance of respect and the value of difference with 
reference to Judaism, Christianity and other religions represented in the cohort, 

 

Yr3 What is it like for   a 
Jewish person to 
follow God? 
 

What is it like for a 
Christian to follow 
God? 
 

What is it like for a 
Muslim to follow 
God? 
 

Why is the cross a 
special symbol for 
Christians? 
 

What kind of a 
world did Jesus 
want? 
 

What do Christians 
learn from the 
Creation story? 

Knowledge To know the 
central teachings 
and concepts of 
Judaism 
 
Learning about 
sacred texts, 
palaces of worship, 
laws that govern 
aspects of life, 
festivals, symbols, 
and stories. 

To know the 
central teachings 
and concepts of 
Christianity 
 
Learning about 
sacred texts, 
palaces of worship, 
laws that govern 
aspects of life, 
festivals, symbols, 
and stories. 
 

To know the 
central teachings 
and concepts of 
Islam 
 
Learning about 
sacred texts, 
palaces of worship, 
laws that govern 
aspects of life, 
festivals, symbols, 
and stories. 
 

To know why the 
cross is important 
to Christians.  
 
To learn about the 
easter story and 
how it inspires 
believers today. 
 

To know the 
central concepts 
and teachings of 
Christianity 
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
Jesus. 
 
To know the laws 
that govern aspects 
of life in 
Christianity. 
 
To know about 
charitable giving 
and positive 
impacts of 
Christianity on 
communities. 

To know about 
Christain beliefs 
about the creation 
of the world 
 
Compare Christian 
beliefs about the 
creation of the 
world with other 
faiths looking for 
commonality and 
differences. 
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
creation. 
 
 

Skills Understand identity and belonging as attributes which may change over time. 
To develop skills such as empathy, respect and curiosity whilst exploring the meaning, benefits and challenges connected to 
belonging to a faith community in Brighton and Hove.  
To begin to take part in philosophical discussions about ultimate questions including religious ideas about life and death,  



   
 

   
 

Yr4 What are Hindu 
beliefs and how do 
they influence the 
lives of believers? * 
 

What is the Trinity?  
 

What is the point 
of Lent? 
 

Why do Christians 
call the day Jesus 
dies ‘Good Friday’?  
 

When Jesus left 
what was the 
impact of 
Pentecost? 
 

Who was 
Muhammad and 
what do Muslims 
learn from him? 

Knowledge To know the 
central teachings 
and concepts of 
Hinduism 
 
Learnabout sacred 
texts, palaces of 
worship, laws that 
govern aspects of 
life, festivals, 
symbols, and 
stories. 
 

Know about the 
“Trinity” as a 
central belief of the 
Christian faith,  
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
trinity.  

Know about the 
“Lent” as a central 
belief of the 
Christian faith, and 
how they inspire 
Christians today 
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
Lent. 
 

Know about the 
“Good Friday” as a 
central belief of the 
Christian faith, and 
how they inspire 
Christians today  
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
“Good Friday”  
 

Know about the 
“Pentecost as a 
central belief of the 
Christian faith, and 
how they inspire 
Christians today  
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
“Pentecost” 
 

Learn about the 
central teachings of 
Islam 
 
To Learn stories 
and traditions 
connected to 
Muhammed and 
how they inspire 
Muslims today 
 

Skills Understand identity and belonging as attributes which may change over time. 
To further develop skills such as empathy, respect and curiosity whilst exploring the meaning, benefits and challenges connected to 
belonging to a faith community in Brighton and Hove.  
As they begin to develop a knowledge of more different religious faiths, begin to look for commonality and differences between 
religious traditions.  
To take part in philosophical discussions about ultimate questions including religious ideas about life and death, 
 

Yr5 What role does 
religion have in 
defining our 
identity? 
Find out about 
religious identity 
within the class and 
begin to explore 

Are places Holy- 
Why do people of 
faith go on 
pilgrimages? 
 

What would Jesus 
do? 
  

What do Christians 
believe Jesus does 
to save human 
beings? 
 

How do I decide 
the right thing to 
do? 
 

How could religions 
and worldviews 
help build a better 
world? 
 (including Christian 
world views) 



   
 

   
 

similarities and 
differences. 

Knowledge To develop an 
understanding of 
common themes 
and stories in the 
Old Testament, the 
Tora, and the 
Quran. 
 
To look at 
similarities and 
differences 
between sacred 
texts, palaces of 
worship, laws that 
govern aspects of 
life, festivals, 
symbols, and 
stories. 

To learn what 
Pilgrimages teach 
us about the 
central teachings of 
Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam (and 
if relevant other 
religions 
represented in the 
cohort) 
 
Learn about 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
pilgrimages for 
people of different 
faiths.  
 
 

To learn stories and 
teachings of Jesus 
and how they 
inspire believers 
today. (e.g., turn 
the other cheek, 
forgiveness) 

To learn about the 
concept of Jesus as 
a “saviour” as a 
central belief of the 
Christian faith, and 
how they inspire 
Christians today 
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
concept of Jesus 
being a “saviour” 
 
Know  the laws 
which govern 
aspects of life in 
Christianity 
 

To be able to recall 
stories and 
teachings from 
different religions 
to think about how 
they can inspire 
people today  
 
To identify 
common themes 
and ideas related 
to respect, 
forgiveness, 
empathy etc found 
in different 
religious teachings 

To know about 
charitable giving 
and positive 
impacts of different 
religions   on 
communities. 
 
 

Skills To recall and use knowledge about religious faiths to talk about your own and other people's identity respectfully. 
To further develop skills such as empathy, respect and curiosity whilst exploring the meaning, benefits and challenges connected to 
belonging to a faith community in Brighton and Hove. 
To take part in philosophical discussions about ultimate questions 
Ask questions about the moral decisions I and others make, and suggest what might happen because of different decisions, 
including those made with ref. to religious beliefs / values 
 
 

Yr6 Creation and 
Science: conflicting 
or complementary? 

Was Jesus the 
Messiah?  

What kind of a king 
is Jesus? 
 

What difference 
does the 

If life is a journey 
does it ever end?  

What is the value 
of a sacred space in 
Brighton and Hove? 



   
 

   
 

 Focus on the 
importance of 
respecting different 
opinions. 

resurrection make 
to Christians? 
 

What do religions 
and worldviews 
have to say? 
 

 
(including Christian 
sacred spaces) 

Knowledge To know about 
faith beliefs about 
the creation of the 
world 
 
To know about 
scientific theories 
about the creation 
of the world. 
 
 

To Know about the 
concept of Jesus 
being “The 
Messiah” as a 
central belief of the 
Christian faith, and 
how these ideas 
inspire Christians 
today  
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
concept of Jesus 
being “the 
Messiah” 
 

To Know the 
central teachings of 
Christianity in the 
context of the idea 
that Jesus was a 
different sort of 
king. 
 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
concept of Jesus 
being “a king” and 
what this means to 
Christians. 
 

To Know about the 

central teachings of 

Christianity in the 

context of the 

resurrection.  

 
Learn more about 
the structure and 
teachings in the 
bible related to the 
concept of the 
resurrection.  
 

To know about the 
central teachings 
relating to life and 
death of 
Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, 
Hinduism world 
views and other 
religious traditions 
represented in the 
cohort.  

To know about 
Places of worship 
and important 
religious spaces in 
Brighton and Hove 
in relation to all the 
religious and 
worldviews. 
 
To know their 
importance and 
value for believers 

Skills To recall and use knowledge about religious faiths to talk about your own and other people's identity respectfully.  
To learn how and why it is important to respect other people who have different beliefs that sometimes seem to conflict with our 
own. 
 
To further develop skills such as empathy, respect and curiosity whilst exploring the meaning, benefits and challenges connected to 
belonging to a faith community in Brighton and Hove. 
To take part in philosophical discussions about ultimate questions 
Ask questions about the moral decisions I and others make, and suggest what might happen because of different decisions, 
including those made with ref. to religious beliefs / values 
 

 



   
 

   
 

 

In order to meet the expectation that 2/3 of our curriculum has a Christian focus comparison lesson should also include aspects of Christianity.  

 

(This note is copied from the Brighton and Hove example long term plan) Each unit is be based on 6-8 hours of teaching. Purple Enquiry questions are 

Understanding Christianity units. This plan is suitable for Church of England schools who are implementing Understanding Christianity. The plan is based on 

the Diocese of Chichester expectation that in church schools the teaching of Christianity should comprise 2/3 of RE study. * Schools should determine which 

religion, in addition to Judaism and Islam, they will teach and substitute the appropriate religion. The Year 5 and Year 6 units enable schools to determine 

which religions are incorporated. It is likely these comparative units will build on knowledge gained in earlier units on Judaism and Islam and enable pupils 

to learn about other faiths in accordance with the requirements of the syllabus. 


