
History Curriculum Knowledge and Skills Progression map – Early Years, Key stage 1 and Key Stage 2    

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
Understanding the world: People and communities 
Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 
 

Autumn Spring 
 

Summer 
 

Context: Here I am  
 

 Treasure box (memories) 

 Baby photos (how I have changed) 

 Bonfire night (Guy Fawkes) 

 Christmas (ask parents and Grandparents 
how they celebrated Christmas when they 
were younger) 

 

Context: We’re going on a bear hunt 
 

 Old Bear stories (make a museum, ask 
grandparents what they played with when 
they were young)  

 

Context: Down at the farm  
 

 Brighton (Flo Snook paintings. Look at 
pictures of the Pavilion throughout time) 

 Transition to year 1 (change and the 
passing of time) 

Knowledge: 
 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling 
 

Skills: 

 Can talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 

 Can talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members 
 

 

National Curriculum subject content: 
 

Key stage 1: 
 

 Changes within living memory 

 Events beyond living memory 

 The lives of significant people 

 Local history: Significant historical events, people and places  

Key stage 2: 
 

 Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

 Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 



  Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the Confessor 

 Local history study 

 Study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

 The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of 
the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

 Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world  

 A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – 
one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of 
Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West 
Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 
 

National Curriculum skills: 
 

Key Stage 1: 
 

 Develop an awareness of the past, using common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 Know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods.  

 Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show understanding of key features of events. 

 Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past 
and identify different ways in which it is represented.  

 

Key Stage 2: 
 

 Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within 
and across the periods studied.  

 Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms.  

 Address and devise historically valid questions about change, cause, 
similarity and difference, and significance.  

 Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  

 Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range 
of sources. 
 

Year 1 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Context: Here we are 
 
Black history – Nelson 
Mandela, Rosa Parks  
 

Context: Out of this 
world 
 
The history of space 
travel  

Context: Fairytales 
 
The history of toys – 
what they were made 
of, how they have 

Context: On our 
doorstep 
 
Local history study – 
school and Elm Grove  
 

Context: ROAR 
 
Significant individual – 
Mary Anning  
 

Context: Amazing 
Africa 
 
Three kings From 
Botswana 
 



Significant individual – 
Neil Armstrong 

 

changed, popularity of 
toys through the years  
 

My timeline  
 

Knowledge (end of Key Stage 1): 
 

 Knows that changes occur over time and to consider specific changes within a historical context. 

 Understands that objects and events in history reflect the era that they were made/occurred. 

 Recall specific individuals and dates from a significant part of history. 

 Knows that primary sources were created at the time of period studied, and secondary sources created after. 
 

Skills: 
 
Chronological understanding 
Children can: 

 Sequence events in their own lives. Describe memories and changes in their lives 

 Sequence events in a chronological order 

 Use vocabulary to describe and communicate events and retell simple historical stories – old, new, now, then, yesterday, last week, when 
I was younger, a long time ago, a very long time ago, before I was born, when my parents/carers were young 

 Order events from earliest to latest on a simple timeline 
 
Knowledge and interpretation 
Children can: 

 Recognise the difference between past and present in their own lives and others      

 Use different sources to find out about life in the past  

 Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present         

 Describe significant individuals and events from the past   

 Begin to identify different ways of representing the past       

 Use as wide a range of sources as possible (books, videos, photographs, artefacts, internet)               
 

Historical enquiry 
Children can: 

 Find answers to simple questions about the past  

 Identify different ways the past is represented   
 

Year 2 Autumn 2 Spring 2 
 

Summer 2 
 

Context: Light and dark  
 
Great Fire of London 
 

Context: Healthy me  
 
Significant individuals – Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole 

Context: Down by the sea 
 
Local history study – History of the seaside  
 



Significant individual – Samuel Pepys 
 

Knowledge (end of Key Stage 1): 
 

 Knows that changes occur over time and to consider specific changes within a historical context. 

 Understands that objects and events in history reflect the era that they were made/occurred. 

 Recall specific individuals and dates from a significant part of history. 

 Knows that primary sources were created at the time of period studied, and secondary sources created after. 
 

Skills: 
 
Chronological understanding 
Children can: 

 Use vocabulary to describe and communicate events/lives of significant individuals: old, new, earliest, latest, past, present, future, new, 
newest, old, oldest, modern, before, after to show the passing of time (as well as vocabulary used in Year 1) 

 Order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines 
 

Knowledge and interpretation 
Children can: 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods 

 Understand that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did, and what happened as a result of these  

 Describe significant individuals from the past 

 Recount main features of significant events in history 

 Compare different versions of a past event 

 Compare pictures or photographs of people/events in the past 

 Begin to discuss reliability of photos, recounts, and pictures 
 

Historical enquiry 
Children can: 

 Identify different ways the past is represented   

 Ask questions about the past 

 Begin to understand the importance of using a variety of sources to answer questions about the past 
 

Year 3 Autumn  
 

Spring  
 
 

Summer 

Context: Stone Age-Rome Age 
 

 
 

 



Stone age, Bronze age, Iron age, The Celts, 
Roman invasion of Britain  
 

Knowledge (end of Year 3 and 4 phase): 
 

 Knows specific eras, people and individuals in British history and relate these to local and worldwide history 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the chronology (including dates) of eras, figures and peoples studied 

 Knows that significant events within the era studied had an impact on the future 

 Knows how to make connections between the past and the present day 
 

Skills: 
 
Chronological understanding 
Children can:  

 Use vocabulary to describe and communicate events/lives of significant individuals: ruled, reigned, empire, invasion, conquer, kingdoms, 
century, decade (as well as vocabulary used in previous year groups) 

 Use a timeline to place events in chronological order 

 Understand that timelines can be structured by BC and AD 

 Refer to dates when discussing and ordering events in the past 
 
Knowledge and interpretation 
Children can: 

 Use evidence to describe houses and settlements, values and beliefs, and culture and way of life 

 Understand key changes during the time period studied 

 Compare studied time period with life today 

 Identify reasons for and results of actions  
 

Historical enquiry 
Children can: 

 Look at more than two versions or interpretations of a historical event and compare in terms of similarities and differences, understanding 
that there are different accounts of history  

 Begin to explain why there may be differences in historical accounts and begin to discuss motivation and accuracy 

 Distinguish between different sources and evaluate their reliability and usefulness 
 

Year 4 Autumn  
 

Spring  
 

Summer  

Context: Invaders and Settlers 
 
Saxon settlements, artefacts from Sutton Hoo, 
Lindesfarne invasion from the Vikings, Alfred 

  



the Great, the Norman invasion, Bayeaux 
tapestry  
 
Context: Ancient Egypt  
 

Knowledge (end of Year 3 and 4 phase): 
 

 Knows specific eras, people and individuals in British history and relate these to local and worldwide history 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the chronology (including dates) of eras, figures and peoples studied 

 Knows that significant events within the era studied had an impact on the future 

 Knows how to make connections between the past and the present day 
 

Skills: 
 
Chronological understanding 
Children can:  

 Use vocabulary to describe and communicate events/lives of significant individuals: ruled, reigned, empire, invasion, invader, settler, 
conquer, kingdoms, century, decade, time period, ancient civilisations (as well as vocabulary used in previous year groups) 

 Use a timeline to place events in chronological order 

 Begin to place events or time periods on timelines structured by BC and AD 

 Begin to name and place dates of significant events within the time period on a timeline 
 
Knowledge and interpretation 
Children can: 

 Describe features of studied time period 

 Describe key changes within time periods 

 Use evidence to identify ideas, beliefs, and attitudes of past cultures 

 Compare studied time period with life today 

 Identify reasons for and results of actions. Begin to discuss how past events have affected life today  

 Have a broad understanding of ancient civilisations  

 Distinguish between different sources and evaluate their reliability and usefulness 

 Begin to understand the difference between primary and secondary sources 

 Begin to explain why there may be differences in historical accounts and begin to discuss motivation and accuracy, including use of 
propaganda and persuasive material 

 
Historical enquiry 
Children can: 

 Ask questions and find answers about the past 

 Begin to use knowledge to assess a variety of evidence and select reliable sources  



 Use a range of sources –  documents, printed sources (e.g. archive materials) the Internet, databases, pictures, photographs, music, 
artefacts, historic buildings, visits to museums or galleries and visits to sites to collect evidence about the past 

 

Year 5 Autumn  
 

Spring  
 

Summer  

Context: Victorians (local history study) Context: We’ll meet again (World War 2) 
 
Timelines, propaganda, Anne Frank and the 
holocaust 
 
Local history study  
 

 

Knowledge (end of Year 5 and 6 phase): 
 

 Knows key events, people and chronology within and across periods studied 

 Knows the connections between historical eras, the past and the present, contrasts and trends over time 

 Knows how to use a range of sources to develop and deepen understanding and knowledge 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the experiences of groups and individuals within and between historical periods studied 
 

Skills: 
 
Chronological understanding 
Children can:  

 Use vocabulary to describe and communicate events/lives of significant individuals: democracy, civilisation, propaganda, social, political, 
economic, cultural, religious (as well as vocabulary used in previous year groups) 

 Place events or time periods on timelines structured by BC and AD 

 Sequence key events of historical periods, identifying changes within these time periods 

 Make comparisons between different time periods in history  
  
Knowledge and interpretation 
Children can: 

 Compare an aspect of life with the same aspect in another period (e.g. housing, religion, technology, society) 

 Describe key changes within the time period, discussing the impact on different people (e.g. difference between men and women’s 
experiences) 

 Use evidence to identify some social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversities within societies studied 

 Use evidence to examine causes and results of events and the impact these had on people, both at the time and today  

 Question reliability of different source material, identify whether it is primary or secondary, and give reasons as to why a piece of evidence 
may or may not be reliable 

 Understand that there is often not a single answer to historical questions and begin to give clear reasons as to why there might be 
different accounts, including motivation, accuracy, propaganda, misinformation, and bias  



 
Historical enquiry 
Children can: 

 Ask questions and find answers about the past, using a variety of sources and through independent selection of reliable sources, justifying 
reasons for their choice  

 Extract relevant information or data from a source 
 

Year 6 Autumn  
 

Spring  
 

Summer  

Context: Mayans and Aztecs   
 

Context: Heroes  
 
Suffragettes 
 
Muhammed Ali 
 
Ancient Greece  
 

 

Knowledge (end of Year 5 and 6 phase): 
 

 Knows key events, people and chronology within and across periods studied 

 Knows the connections between historical eras, the past and the present, contrasts and trends over time 

 Knows how to use a range of sources to develop and deepen understanding and knowledge 

 Demonstrates an understanding of the experiences of groups and individuals within and between historical periods studied 
 

Skills: 
 
Chronological understanding 
Children can:  

 Use vocabulary to describe and communicate events/lives of significant individuals: democracy, civilisation, propaganda, social, political, 
economic, cultural, religious (as well as vocabulary used in previous year groups) 

 Place events or time periods on timelines structured by BC and AD 

 Sequence key events of historical periods, identifying changes within these time periods 

 Identify and compare key changes within and across time periods  

 Understand that different events took place concurrently in different parts of the world (e.g. Ancient Egypt and Prehistoric Britain) 
 
Knowledge and interpretation 
Children can: 

 Describe key changes within the time period, discussing the impact on different people (e.g. difference between men and women’s 
experiences) 

 Use evidence to identify some social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversities within societies studied 



 Identify and note connections, contrasts and trends over time in the everyday lives of people  

 Use evidence to examine causes and results of great events and the impact these had on people – at the time, during subsequent time 
periods, and today 

 Describe the key features of the past, including attitudes, beliefs and the everyday lives of men, women and children 

 Choose reliable sources to find about beliefs, behaviour and characteristics of people, recognising that not everyone shares the same 
views and feelings  

 Compare beliefs and behaviour with another period studied write another explanation of a past event in terms of cause and effect using 
evidence to support and illustrate their explanation  

 Identify how aspects of life have changed during a time period, backing it up with evidence and statistics 

 Question reliability of different source material, identify whether it is primary or secondary, and give reasons as to why a piece of evidence 
may or may not be reliable. Consider ways of checking the accuracy of different pieces of evidence and interpretations  

 Be aware that different pieces of evidence will lead to different conclusions and interpretations of history  

 Understand that there is often not a single answer to historical questions and begin to give clear reasons as to why there might be 
different accounts, including motivation, accuracy, propaganda, misinformation, and bias  

 
Historical enquiry 
Children can: 

 Use a range of sources to find out about an aspect of time past 

 Look for gaps in any evidence acquired, suggest omissions and the means of finding out  

 Bring knowledge gathering from several sources together in a fluent account 
 

 


