
Geography Curriculum Knowledge and Skills Progression map – Early Years, Key stage 1 and Key Stage 2    

 

 

 

EYFS content: Understanding the world- People, 
Places and Communities; The natural World 

National Curriculum content: 
 

Reception: 
 

 Understanding the world involves guiding 
children to make sense of their physical world 
and their community. The frequency and 
range of children’s personal experiences 
increases their knowledge and sense of the 
world around them. In addition, listening to a 
broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems will foster their understanding of 
our culturally, socially, technologically and 
ecologically diverse world.  

 

Key stage 1: 
 

 Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 
They should understand basic subject-specific 
vocabulary relating to human and physical 
geography and begin to use geographical 
skills, including first-hand observation, to 
enhance their locational awareness. 

 

Key stage 2: 
 

 Pupils should extend their knowledge and 
understanding beyond the local area to 
include the United Kingdom and Europe, 
North and South America. This will include the 
location and characteristics of a range of the 
world’s most significant human and physical 
features. They should develop their use of 
geographical knowledge, understanding and 
skills to enhance their locational and place 
knowledge. 
 
 

 

 

Reception 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2  Summer 1 Summer 2 

Context: Knock Knock Here I am 
 

Observe immediate environment (tour of school)  
 
Create made up maps (Pirates, Jolly Christmas 
Postman)  
 
Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 

Context: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
 

Learning about similarities and differences 
between life in this country and others. 
 (China - Chinese New Year celebrations (and lunar 
new year in other parts of the world) Looking at 
China landmarks e.g. Great Wall of China) 
 

Context: Down on the Farm 
 

Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps (What the Ladybird 
Heard/ Brighton/ Farms – town/countryside 
comparison) 
 



country, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class (celebrations – Diwali, 
Christmas, Eid)   
 
 

Where real bears live – polar bears cold, panda 
bears –bamboo etc) 
 
Where’s my teddy?/ we’re going on a bear hunt 
Drawing and making maps, following directions 
 
Feildwork – trip to woods (cancelled 2021+2022 
due to Covid) 
 
 

Feildwork – trip to farm (cancelled 2021+2022 due 
to Covid) 
 

Across all terms – Wonderful World of Me – Children share photos/info about people/places that are special to them. Look on google maps at places 
pupils have visited/lived/have relatives in and use street view to get an idea of what a place might be like. Compare/contrast to Brighton. 
 

Knowledge: 
 

 Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been 
read in class; 

 Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons. 

  

Skills: 
 

 Can describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;  

 Can explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – 
when appropriate – maps.                                                                                                   

Development matters: 
 

 Draw information from a simple map 

 Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 

 Explore the natural world around them.  

 Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  

 Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.  

 Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Context: Here We Are 
  

Know that I live in Brighton and 

Brighton is in the UK.  

  

Name and locate the four 

countries making up the British 

Isles, with their capital cities.  

  

Name the surrounding seas of the 

United Kingdom.  

  

Find and name some continents 

on a world map 

 
Talk about the weather as it 

changes through the seasons. 

  

Use maps and atlases, to locate 

countries and capitals of the UK. 

 

Use directional language (near, 

far, left, right) to describe the 

location of features or routes on 

a map.  

 

 
 

Context: Out of 
this World 
 

Context: Fairytales 
 
Use the correct terms for 

simple geographical 

features in the local 

environment and when 

describing other 

places.   

(beach, cliff, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, river, 

season and weather  

city, town, village, farm, 

house, office and shop)  

 
 

Create a simple map of 

a made-up place 

(fairytale land)   

 

 

 

Context: On our 
doorstep 
 

Know that I live in 

Brighton and Brighton 

is in the UK.  

 

Talk about people 

and places within my 

local environment.  

 

Locate our school 

and key features of 

our local area.   

 
Use observation skills 

to identify key 

features of the school 

and local 

environment 

 
Use the correct terms 

for simple 

geographical features 

in the local 

environment and 

when describing other 

places.   

(beach, cliff, forest, 

hill, mountain, sea, 

river, season and 

weather  

city, town, village, 

farm, house, office 

and shop)  

 
Create a simple map 

of my local 

environment 

 

 

 

 

 

Context: ROAR 

 
Use the correct terms for 

simple geographical 

features in the local 

environment and when 

describing other places.   

(beach, cliff, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, river, 

season and weather  

city, town, village, farm, 

house, office and shop)  

 

Understand what an 

aerial view shows  

 

Use observation skills to 

identify key features of 

the school and local 

environment 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Context: Amazing 
Africa 
 

Talk about people 

and places beyond 

my local environment. 

Botswana, Africa 

 

Identify the similarities 

and differences 

between the local 

environment and one 

other place.  

Botswana, Africa 

 

Identify hot and cold 

places on a globe in 

relation to the 

equator.    

 

Name the surrounding 

seas of the United 

Kingdom.  

  

Find and name some 

continents on a world 

map  

Europe and Africa 

 



 
Year 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Context: Leaf 
 
Name and 

locate the world’s continents and 

oceans on a World Map.  

 
Talk about hot and cold parts of 

the world, discussing in relation to 

the equator and the North/South 

Poles.  

 

Use maps, atlases, globes to 

locate countries, continents and 

oceans.  

Use maps, atlases, globes to 

locate countries, continents and 

oceans.  

 

Compare the human and 

physical geography of a local 

City/town in England with a 

contrasting city in a non-

European country. (Arctic circle 

Canada/ NorthAmerica) 

 

  

Ask and answer geographical 

questions such as: What is this 

place like? What or who will I see 

in this place? What do people do 

in this place?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Context: Light 
and Dark 
 
Name, locate and 

identify the 

characteristics of the 

four countries and 

capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and 

its surrounding seas.  

 

Name the four 

seasons and 

describe typical 

weather conditions 

for each of 

them. (climate Change 

planning) 

 

Context: Healthy Me 
 

Context: Healthy 
Me 
 

Context: Down by the 
sea 
 
Describe and compare 

human and physical 

features seen in their local 

environment and a 

contrasting locality using 

basic geographical 

vocabulary.   

(beach, cliff, coast, forest, 

hill, mountain, sea, 

ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and 

weather  

city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house, 

office, port, harbour and 

shop) 

 
  

  

  

  

 

Context: Down by 
the sea 
 
Use simple compass 

directions (North, 

South, East and West)  

 

Use aerial images to 

recognise landmarks 

and basic human and 

physical 

features studied.  

 

Devise a simple map 

and use and 

construct basic 

symbols in a key 
Use fieldwork to 

observe the human 

and physical features 

in the local 

area. (Brighton – 

seafront: Trip) 

 

Identify the key 

features of a location 

in order to say 

whether it is a city, 

town, village, coastal 

or rural area.  

 



 

Knowledge (end of Key Stage 1): 
 

Locational knowledge: 
 Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

 
Place knowledge: 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of 
a small area in a contrasting non-European country 

 

Human and physical geography  

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and 
the North and South Poles  

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  
key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather  
key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

Skills (end of Key Stage 1): 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork:  
 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage 

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to 
describe the location of features and routes on a map  

 Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key  

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. (Yr1 – local walk, Yr2 – seafront) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
 

Context: Celtic 
settlements/hillforts. 
 
Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical 

geography 

including mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes.  

Pompeii volcano.  

 

Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography 

including settlements and 

land use and trade links  

Settlements through the 

Bronze Age, Iron age and 

Roman invasion 

Iron age hillforts  

including the Maiden Castle 

and Hollingbury Hillfort. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 Context: Up, Up and Away 
This learning journey takes the children 
imaginatively in a hot air balloon to explore 
other places. 
 
Locate the main countries of 

Europe inc. Russia. And name some major cities.  

Iceland, Portugal, Ireland, Span, France, Portugal, 

Germany, Netherlands, Italy, Sweden, Poland, 

Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, Russia 

Capital cities of Europe to be located 
Reykjavik, Dublin, London, Lisbon, Madrid, Paris, 
Brussels, Amsterdam, Rome, Berlin, Stockholm, 
Warsaw 
 

Name and locate some of the counties and major 

cities of the UK, identifying their key features (e.g. 

rivers, coasts, mountains)  
We name all the capital cities of UK 
Cities 
We locate Glasgow, Aberdeen, Liverpool, Edinburgh, 
Liverpool, Belfast, Sheffield, Wolverhampton, 
Birmingham, Nottingham, Norwich, Cambridge, 
London, Portsmouth, Plymouth, Bristol, Cardiff, 
Swansea 
Counties 
Name and find our own county and surrounding ones. 
Find and name surrounding towns and landmarks, 
rivers and famous people who have lived there 
Uk mountains and hills 
Northwest highlands, Dartmoor, Cambrian Mountains, 
Southern Uplands, Brecon Beacon, Sperran mountains, 
Cumbrian mountains, North Yorkshire moors, Grampian 
mountains, Pennines 
Seas and rivers 
Name the seas that border the UK- Atlantic Ocean, 
North Sea, Irish sea, English Channel 
Rivers 
Thames, Severn, Trent, Taye. Bann, Trent, Clyde, Dee, 
Mersey. Exe-name the seas they flow into. 
 



 
Describe geographical similarities and differences 

between a region in the United Kingdom and one 

in a European country. 

Spain 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping (e.g Google Earth) to locate 

countries and cities and identify features studied. 

  

Use the 8 points of a compass and four-figure grid 

references to relate places and describe 

locations.   

  

Interpret and use basic symbols and a key to read 

simple OS maps and create maps of locations 

identifying some features.  

 

 

 

Use fieldwork to observe and record the human 

and physical features in the local area using a 

range of methods including sketch maps, plans, 

graphs and digital technologies.  

 

Describe how Brighton has changed over time.  

 

 

Fieldwork: The cliffs/seafront/rockpools of 
Rottingdean  
 

  

 

Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
 

Context: Invaders and 
Settlers 
 

Explain why settlements develop 

in certain locations.   

 
Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping (e.g 

Google Earth) to locate 

Context: 
 
 

Context: 
 
 

Context: 
 
 

Context: Rivers and 
Rainforests 

 
Name and locate the 

countries of South and 

Central America.  

  

Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

Context: 
 
 



countries and 

cities and identify features 

studied (e.g. longest river, hilliest 

area).  

  

 

Interpret and use basic symbols 

and a key to read simple OS 

maps and create maps of 

locations identifying some 

features. (To be covered in 

greater depth during Anglo 

Saxon place names in 2022).  

 
 

through the study of 

human and physical 

geography of a region of 

the United Kingdom and 

a region in South 

America.  

 

 

Locate areas of similar 

environmental regions, 

either desert, rainforest or 

temperate regions. 

(identify areas of the 

world containing 

rainforests.)  

  

Know the position and 

significance of the 

Equator, 

Northern/Southern 

Hemispheres. the Tropic 

of Cancer and the Tropic 

of Capricorn.  

  

Identify lines of latitude 

and longitude.  

 
Ask and answer 

geographical questions 

about the physical and 

human characteristics of 

a location.  

  

Describe and understand 

key aspects of physical 

geography, including: 

climate zones (climate 

change planning), 

biomes and vegetation 

belts  

  

Describe and understand 

key aspects of physical 

geography including 

Rivers and the water 

cycle  

 



Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital/computer 

mapping (e.g Google 

Earth) to locate 

countries and 

cities and identify features 

studied (e.g. longest river, 

hilliest area).  

 

Use the 8 points of a 

compass and four-figure 

grid references to relate 

places and describe 

locations.  (covered in 

maths) 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
 

Context: Ice Worlds 
 

Identify the position and significance of the Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle and describe the key features of the 

polar regions.  
  

Use maps, atlases and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and cities studied, identifying which 

source is most suitable for different situations/ tasks/ 

activities.  

 

Use six-figure grid references, symbols and keys (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of 

the United Kingdom and the wider world.  

 

Context: We’ll Meet Again (World War ll) 
 
Use maps, atlases and digital/computer mapping 

to locate countries and cities 

studied,  identifying which source is most suitable 

for different situations/ tasks/ activities 

 

 

Understand how some aspects of human and 
physical geography have changed over time. 
Fieldwork – Local History walk? 

Context: Cosmic 
 

Understand the term ‘climate zones’ and identify 

some differing ones. Touch upon global warming 

and its implications. (climate change planning) 

 

Begin to explain renewable sources of 

electricity. (climate change planning)  

 

Explain how locations around the world are 

changing and explain some of the reasons for 

change.  

(Climate Change planning) 

 

Describe and understand key aspects of human 

geography, including the distribution of natural 

resources (including energy, food, minerals and 

water)  

 

 

Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  
 

Context: AZTECS 
 
Name and locate the countries of North and Central 

America.  

  

Context:Heros 
 
 

Context:Trees 

 
Explain and discuss a range of reasons for 

geographical similarities and differences between 

countries Why different trees grow in different 

places 



Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the 

world and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, including hills, mountains, rivers, key 

topographical features and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have changed 

over time.   

Mexico city/ Mexico climate/ mountains etc. 

 

Explain and discuss a range of reasons for geographical 

similarities and differences between countries with a 

focus on North and Central America Civilisations and 

within Mexico 

  

  

Collect and analyse statistics and other information in 

order to draw conclusions about locations Mexico maps 

(look at rainfall next year etc.) 

  

Identify and describe how the physical features can 

affect the human activity within a location.  Civilisations 
 

  
Use maps, atlases and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and cities studied, identifying which 

source is most suitable for different situations/ tasks/ 

activities.  Aztec Mexico maps – add google maps 

 

 
 

 

identify the position and significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  

Map rainforests 

 

Describe geographical diversity across the 

world.  Green  

 

Collect and analyse statistics and other 

information in order to draw conclusions about 

locations 

  

Use the 8 points of a compass,  six-figure grid 

references, symbols and keys (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps) to build knowledge of the 

United Kingdom and the wider world.  

 

When studying features of the local area, uses 

observation skills, sketching, plans, graphs and 

digital technologies to make records and take 

measurements.    

Local trees – Stanmer? 

 
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

(mapping local trees?) 
Knowledge (by end of KS2): 
 
Locational knowledge  

 locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed 
over time  

 identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)  
 

Place knowledge  



 understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, and a region within North or South America  
 

Human and physical geography  

 describe and understand key aspects of:  
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle  
human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 
 

Skills ((by end of KS2) 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

 use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  

 use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. Yr3 – Rottingdene (cliffs,rockpools,seafront)  Yr6 – Stanmer (trees) 

 
 

 


