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Next INSET 
Tuesday 3rd January 

 
 

Welcome back! 
The children need to be congratulated on how well 
they managed their return to school on the first 
week back. I need to give a special mention to our 
new pupils who have settled in so well already. It 
has been lovely to start to welcome our new 
Reception cohort and families too.  
We hope your children flourish during their time at 
Elm Grove. 
 
We are also delighted to welcome some new 
members of staff onto the team:  
Mrs Dutta (Reception Cherry Tree class) 
Ms Head (Reception Apple Tree class) 
Miss Moss (Y2 Bonsai class) 
Mr Mockford (Y3 Horse Chestnut class)  
Miss Stimson (Y4 Cedar class + whole school 
cover) 
Miss Richardson (Y5 Redwood class)  
Please see our attached staff list. 
 
Congratulations to Ms Pearce who got married 
over the summer break. Her married name is Mrs 
Quinn. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW Desert Oasis Playground  
Over the summer holiday’s Grove Gardens and 
Lundscape Outdoor Design have been hard at 
work creating our new desert oasis playground. 
See the tropical palm trees and sandy beaches. 
The children are already thoroughly enjoying the 
new treasure island fantasy. 

This project was mainly be funded by the PTA and 
Elm Grove Out of School Club.  
Thank you so much to everyone involved. 
 
PTA funding has also helped us refurbish both of 
our Year 6 classrooms – they’ve been decorated, 
re-carpeted and have new furniture. We aim to 
make classroom refurbishment an ongoing rolling 
programme to ensure the children have high quality 
learning environments both inside and outside the 
school building.  
 
We are also very grateful for the council work 
replacing all of our hall windows this summer, 
including restoring the original stain glass windows.  
 
Chin-up bars and monkey bars are also due to be 
installed onto the top playground soon (they have 
already been delivered).  

 
 
 

Please park carefully when dropping children 
off at school, and DO NOT move any safety 
cones. 

 

 

MDSA Vacancy 
We currently have a vacancy for a mid-day meal 
supervisor. The role is 5 days a week from 12-
1.30pm (total 7.5hours).Please contact Louise 
Willard at louisewillard@elmgrove.brighton-
hove.sch.uk for more information. 
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CHANGE TO ELM GROVE SCHOOL TIMINGS  
 
Change to the end of the school day timings 
(from 5.9.2022):  
The recent Schools White Paper detailed how 
school weeks should run for at least 32-and-a-half 
hours. 
Elm Grove has extended its school day for all 
accordingly.  
Doors open at 8.50am as usual and collection is 
now 3.20pm each day for all pupils.  
Please support us by ensuring your child arrives on 
time every day. Thank you. 
 
 
Doors open             Register            School finishes 

   

Blossom Garden volunteers 
It's time to restart our Blossom Garden 
parent/carer volunteer sessions. 
We'd love to welcome some new faces this term, 
as some of our group were Y6 parents who have 
now left. If you like the idea of contributing 
something to the school, having a decent work 
out in the fresh air in sociable company, join us! 
Sessions are alternate Saturdays, 10.30am-
12pm, drop in for as much or as little time as you 
have, no obligation to come every time. All 
equipment provided but helpful to bring your own 
gardening gloves if you have them. If you'd like a 
reminder just before each session, text Emma on 
07737 926 442 and she'll add you to the 
What'sApp group (only fortnightly messages to 
confirm numbers). 
 
SEPTEMBER DATES 
10th (this Saturday) and 24th 
OCTOBER DATES 
8th and 24th (first day of half term) 
NOVEMBER DATES 
5th and 19th 
DECEMBER DATES 
3rd  
We hope to see you there on a Saturday soon! 
 

 

Children’s opportunity to have their artwork 
added to a local mural  
A local artist has been commissioned to create a 
mural on St Joseph’s hall facing Elm Grove. 
The theme is urban wildlife. 
If your child wishes to contribute a drawing, 
painting or artwork for consideration please 
encourage them to observe our local urban 
wildlife, from badgers and foxes to the smallest 
butterflies, flowers and birds. The children can 
research their chosen creatures and draw the 
creatures to then be painted by the artist (if 
chosen) onto the wall.  
The mural is going to be big and bold! 
Please can the named entries be returned to the 
school office by Friday 16th September.  
 

 

 

 

ALLERGEN UPDATE 

 
Please contact the school office 
(admin@elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk) if your 
child develops a new allergy/ intolerance, or any 
details the school needs to be aware of change.  

 

 

Let your friends and neighbors know that if their 
child is going starting school in September 2023 
they can visit Elm Grove for a school tour. See the 
available dates on our school website and the 
diary below. 

For more information on applying for a Primary 
school place please go to: https://www.brighton-
hove.gov.uk/children-and-learning/brighton-hove-
schools/starting-infant-junior-or-primary-school 

The deadline to apply to start primary school in 
September 2023 is 15th January 2023. 
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REMINDER– we have several children in school 
with nut allergies that are also airborne. Please do 
not send any foods /packed lunches which contain 
nuts into school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HARMONICA GROUP – WHERE MUSICIANS 
ARE MADE 
Places are available in our popular Harmonica 
Group, which meets for half an hour at lunchtime 
(Mondays KS1/Tuesdays KS2) from 12th 
September for 10 weeks. Organised by Harp 
Academy, club sessions include learning popular 
tunes, developing key instrument skills, exploring 
the musical elements and building towards short 
performances at school and in public. Newcomers 
receive a FREE TASTER SESSION and FREE 
STARTER HARMONICA. Sessions are payable 
£40.00 half-termly in advance (5 sessions), or 
£75.00 termly in advance (10 sessions). Sibling 
discounts apply. If you can breathe in and out, you 
can play harmonica - come and try!  
To register your interest, 
visit www.harpacademy.co.uk and click the Gold 
Harmonica, call Richard Taylor on 07525 256954, 
or email your enquiry 
to richard@harpacademy.co.uk 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for supporting our school 
attendance focus. We really appreciate the 
efforts families go to ensure good attendance.  
Please contact the Inclusion Team if you have 
any attendance concerns you wish to discuss. 
Please follow the link to our current 
attendance policy on the school website:  
AttendanceandPunctualityPolicy2022.pdf 
(elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk) 

 
 

Parent/Carer WhatsApp Groups 
Did you know that every year group at Elm 
Grove has a parent WhatsApp group? This is 
a parent run group chat (not run by or 
including school staff) that is used by many 
parents to communicate information about 
social events. It is a chance to get to know the 
other parents in your child’s class and be 
involved in activities run by the PTA and other 
parents. Each year group has its own group 
which is created by a member of the PTA with 
a child in that year. Each of these PTA year 
group reps are there ensure that all families 
are welcomed onto the groups. 
 
If you would like to join your child/ren’s group 
chat you can email admin@elmgrove.brighton-
hove.sch.uk with your mobile number and we 
will pass this along to your child/ren’s year 
group rep.  
 

Home school communication  - at Elm 

Grove we endeavour to have an open door 

policy where parents and carers can 

communicate quickly and effectively with the 

school. School staff are always at the school 

entrances or in the playground at the start and 

end of each day and are happy to answer any 

questions you might have.  

If you wish to email a member of staff please 

send the email to: admin@elmgrove.brighton-

hove.sch.uk with ‘Attention: teacher name’ in 

the subject bar and they will ensure the 

appropriate staff member receives the email.  

Please note that staff have a heavy workload 

and many after school meetings so they will 

respond as soon as they can (usually within 48 

hours). If the matter is urgent please email: 

louisewillard@elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk 

Please contact the school office if you need to 

set up School Ping as this is our main 

communication tool.  

Please visit our Elm Grove School website if 
you want to find out information about the 
school. This includes policy documentation, 
club details, newsletters, calendar dates, year 
group information, a gallery of photos – plus 
more. The website is regularly updated to 
ensure it is as current as possible: Elm Grove 
Primary School, Brighton 
 

http://www.harpacademy.co.uk/
mailto:richard@harpacademy.co.uk
https://www.elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/AttendanceandPunctualityPolicyMay2015.pdf
https://www.elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/AttendanceandPunctualityPolicyMay2015.pdf
mailto:admin@elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:admin@elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:louisewillard@elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk
https://www.elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk/
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STUDYBUGS 

We would like to encourage all families, who have 

not already, to sign up and engage with the 

StudyBugs application. StudyBugs is an app that 

tracks what bugs are going around and allows 

parents to quickly and easily report student 

absence. You can report an absence via your 

phone or computer in just seconds. 

https://studybugs.com/ 

  
 
 

 

Elm Grove’s School Development Plan 2022-

2025 

3 Year Plan Priorities agreed as a result of data 

analysis, professional dialogue, governor input, 

monitoring & feedback 

*Text in bold = priorities for 2022-23 

 Improve outcomes for vulnerable groups 

(SEND, Pupil Premium pupils & those most 

affected by COVID) by offering bespoke 

learning opportunities 

 Further improve the quality of teaching and 

learning by members of the senior 

leadership team working together across 

phase groups to encourage a cohesive 

culture, and to be critical and challenging 

‘friends’ 

 Continue to improve outcomes  in English 

to ensure whole school consistency with 

regard to phonics, grammar, spelling, 

handwriting – in response to KS1 data 

analysis and the DfE Reading Framework  

 Improve outcomes in maths through further 

developing a variety of whole school and 

targeted strategies – in response to KS2 

data analysis  

 Enable children to have access to an 

inspiring broad, balanced and appropriate 

curriculum which encourages 

collaboration, problem solving, critical 

thinking, metacognition and high 

aspirations for their future 

 Implement, monitor and assess the revised 

foundation subjects curriculum with regard 

to structured progression in knowledge, 

skills and diversity 

 Rigorous investigation in ways to ensure 

respect for all communities, celebrating 

diversity and challenging discrimination in 

a non tokenistic way  

 The use of specific staff research based on 

identified school and educational priorities 

in order to make sure that there is a clear 

focus on self-improvement and ensuring 

the institution is a constantly learning 

community 

  

 

 Further enhance the provision of strong, 

strategic leadership at all levels that is 

responsive and flexible to the needs of the 

children, staff and parents and carers in 

the current climate of regular change 

 Continue to emphasise the need to 

promote and sustain high standards 

across all areas of the curriculum by 

consistent implementation of first quality 

teaching 

 Ensure appraisal remains rigorous to meet 

the needs of the school and individuals 

and to promote well-being for all  

 Assessing the implementation the 5 year 

building plan to ensure targets are being 

met  

 Continue to improve the provision of IT in 

order to ensure maximum impact on 

learning for adults and children 

 Review the school behaviour policy 

ensuring all staff feel confident in its 

implementation 

 Ensure the school has a favourable public 

image by what it does, how it promotes and 

celebrates its successes, as well as how its 

environment reflects its values  

 Further the concept that the school is a 

learning place for all, with a clear focus on 

professional development and partnership 

working 

 Develop succession planning that takes into 

account diversity, equality and the promotion 

of staff into different roles 

 

 

https://studybugs.com/
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Uniform Ordering 
At Elm Grove we have an online uniform shop run 
by School Trends. To order uniform  
Please follow this link: 
https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/Elm_Gro
ve_Primary_School_BN2_3ES 
or visit www.schooltrends.co.uk then select ‘Find 
My School’ and follow the order instructions.  
 
There are no minimum order quantities and your 
uniform will be delivered directly to your chosen 
address. As well as our logo school uniform 
items, you are also able to order plain items such 
as trousers and skirts. 
 
We also hold regular uniform swaps where you 
can pick up free second hand uniform from the 
school. Go to https://www.elmgrove.brighton-
hove.sch.uk/inclusion-at-elm-grove/ to find out the 
next uniform swap date.  
 

 
PTA NEWS  
It’s been a great first week back for the PTA having 
just secured a £1,600 grant to provide healthy 
snacks and food to children and families in the 
school. Watch this space over the coming weeks 
as we get this set up and running. 
We are thrilled to welcome new members to our 
ever-growing team -  Karen, mum to Fitz in Y5 - 
our new Class Rep Coordinator, Sarah, mum to 
Rowan in Y1 - our first ever official Grants 
Officer,  William, dad to Arabella in Reception and 
Sophie, mum to Lev in Reception. Thanks must go 
out to our new and existing class reps who you’ll 
be hearing from through the year as they share all 
of the PTA news and events on the class 
WhatsApp groups. Everyone in the school 
community is always welcome to join our 
meetings, or volunteer at our events - please email 
Becky if you’d like to find out more 
– elmgrovepta0@gmail.com. If you are new to the 
school and not yet on your class WhatsApp group, 
please contact the office or 
email elmgrovepta0@gmail.com to be added. 
It's lovely to see the children enjoying the new 
playground renovations and revamped Y6 
classrooms, both funded with contributions from 
the PTA after many years of hard-won fundraising.  
We have a huge range of events to look forward to 
this year, some new and some old. We will be 
putting a sign-up sheet in the office, so if you have 
an existing event you would love to lead or be a 
part of, or an idea for something new, please add 
your details to the sign-up sheet or email Becky 
and we will get you involved! 

•               Thurs 22nd September 7.30pm & Friday 

23rd September 9am – Welcome new 
starters cheese and wine night & coffee 
morning – have a drink on the PTA! 
Open to all parents and carers with 
children who have joined the school in 
the past 12 months – Reception, Y1 
and other new starters. See attached 
flyer 

•               October – Wine tasting & quiz night 
•               November – Discos 
•               10th December – Christmas Maker’s 

Market, Grotto, café 
•               16th December – Winter Raffle draw 

 

•               2nd March – World Book Day 
•               Spring Fair 
•               Comedy Night 
•               Comic Con 
•               Cinema night 
•               Board games day 
•               Jumble sale 
•               Summer Arts Festival 
•               Cake sales throughout the year 
•               Uniform Library 

Thanks so much and very much looking forward to 
the year ahead! 
The PTA x 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our deepest sympathies are with the Royal 
Family.  
School staff will support pupils who have 
questions or are upset by the news of the death of 
Queen Elizabeth. 
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DIARY DATES   

Date  Event 

Thursday22nd 
September 

PTA wine and cheese 
night 

Friday 23rd September PTA welcome event  

13th October  Prospective parent tour 

Friday 14th October  Just One Tree – non 
uniform day  

Monday 17th October Prospective parent tour 

Wednesday 19th Oct Prospective parent tour 

Thursday 20th October Harvest Festival (more 
info to follow) 

Friday 21st October Last day of half term 

Thursday 3rd November Prospective parent tour 

Tuesday 8th November Prospective parent tour 

Wednesday 9th Nov Flu immunisation & 
Prospective parent tour 

Wednesday 16th Nov Individual photos 

Thursday 17th Nov Prospective parent tour x2 

 

NEWSLETTER - Large print copies are 
available at the office 

 
Head teacher 

 

 Reminder – we ask that all personal toys, 

Pokemon cards and jewellery stay at home to 

avoid any distraction to learning and upset if 

items get lost or broken. Thank you. 

However, we gratefully receive any donations 

to the OPAL sheds ‘loose parts’. The sheds 

will be open at lunchtimes from Monday 19th 

September once the children have become 

accustomed to their new Oasis play area. 

OPAL Play – Elm Grove Primary School, 

Brighton 

 

GOLDEN BOOK MERITS  
Apple  

Cherry  

Beech Aggie, Kier and Oshie 

Birch  

Baobab  Truman, Lucie and Jackson 

Bonsai   Whole class, Maisie and 
Rodayna 

Holly                 Whole class, James O, 
Rudy and Anne 

Horse Chestnut   Louis, Clara and Kit 

Cedar Molly, Max and Scarlett 

Cypress Suki, Bobby and Gracie 

Redwood        Toula, Rafe and Kane 

Rowan Oisin, Nat and Scarlett 

Elder 
 

 

Oak Reid, Olivia and Denley 
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