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The teaching of reading at Elm Grove is centred on the objectives for reading in the Reading Framework – 

Teaching the Foundations of Literacy (published July 2021) and the 2016 National Curriculum in England: 

English programmes of study Updated July 2016.  

A Reading Culture 

At Elm Grove, we love reading. We believe that reading above all should be a pleasure. As part of their 

reading journey, children need to hear high quality reading books read aloud. We have an agreed but ever 

evolving 'Reading Spine' running through the school, to ensure that children have the opportunity to hear 

their teachers read inspiring and well-loved stories in each year group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see our reading spine, click here. 

Which books are available to children in class? 

We believe in providing quality book corners for children in each 

class. We carefully select and arrange the books in our book 

corners so that children can access and choose good quality 

books in a range of different genres. We see our book corners as 

mini – libraries and we refresh the content of them throughout the 

year. All children are able to spend some time in their book corner 

each week.  

What about opportunities in other curriculum 

areas? 

As well as quality whole class reading sessions using the books in our book spine and being immersed in 

the quality texts used during English lessons, children experience many other opportunities for reading 

across the curriculum. In both KS1 and KS2 we recognise the value of poems and rhymes and are in the 

process of developing an agreed “spine” of core poems that children should have access to at school. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1050849/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July_2021_Jan_22_update.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1050849/Reading_framework_Teaching_the_foundations_of_literacy_-_July_2021_Jan_22_update.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study


How is Reading actually taught in the Early Years and KS1? 

In Reception and Key stage 1, Children will be taught to read using decodable books consistent with their 

developing phonic knowledge which will be taught using the systematic phonics programme “Sounds Write”  

 

Click here to see a video about the Sounds – Write Phonics programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The decodable books we will be using are finely tuned to match the order in which sounds are introduced in 

“Sounds Write” so that children will always be reading books at a level that is manageable for them. These 

decodable books will be kept separately to the books in the book corner and the teacher will always choose 

which books individual children learn to read with. We will use Dandelion Launchers and Dandelion 

Readers to teach reading both in phonics lessons and in a 1:1 or group session.  

 

Children will progress through the decodable books and when they have gained mastery of the initial and 

extended code and the skills of blending and segmenting, they progress onto “colour banded” books from 

“Book Bands for Guided Reading” which continue into KS2.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sounds-write.co.uk/page-96-video.aspx


Will children take books home to read? 

Yes! We want children to be able to show off their new reading skills at home. Children will be invited to 

take home books at a slightly easier level than the ones they are using in class. This means that they will 

be practising their reading with adults at home, rather than having to struggle with any unfamiliar sounds. 

We want children to enjoy the feeling of success with reading and for adults to be able to share in praising 

the progress that children are making. A Teacher or Teaching Assistant will choose the books that children 

take home in their book bags.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do adults have to make a record of each time they read with their child? 

No! We just want adults to celebrate the progress their children are making with them and enjoy hearing 

them read, there is no expectation for adults to make a record, nor is there an expectation for teachers to 

respond.  

How will the teaching of reading continue when children have finished the 

Sounds Write programme? 

Children will continue to be taught the skills of inference and deduction during reading sessions in a range 

of ways as well as developing fluency and understanding of what they have read and learning to use good 

expression when they are reading aloud. As well as the reading opportunities they are given across the 

wider curriculum, they continue to have the opportunity to read 1:1 with an adult as well as doing Guided 

Reading sessions using books that are graded using Book Bands for Guided Reading (Bickler et al, 1998) 

with colour coded bands. 

What does guided reading look like at Elm Grove?  

Sometimes guided reading will be taught as a whole class activity within which 

all children will hear the teacher model good reading, have a chance to read 

themselves and be encourage to dig deep within the text being asked to  

“clarify”, “infer”, ”summarise” and “evaluate” from the text with a range of 

carefully planned activities. Sometimes, guided reading will be done in small 

groups using a text matched closely to the children’s attainment level with 

teacher lead activities to encourage a deeper understanding. Sometimes 

guided reading will be a more comprehension based small group session 

where children will be asked to answer questions on a text. This prepares 

children for the Reading Comprehension SATs paper that they do in Y6. 

 

 

 

 



 

Do children In KS2 take books home to read? 

Yes, we have developed a “library” of home – school readers for children in Year 3 They are graded using 

Book Bands for Guided Reading (Bickler et al, 1998) with colour coded bands. Children are given an 

opportunity to change their books once a week if they have finished them. 

 

What else do you do to celebrate reading at Elm Grove? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s quite a tradition to celebrate World Book Day at Elm Grove! Lots of children enjoy dressing up for our 

World Book day assembly. Children who are not able to / don’t want to dress up are encouraged to come in 

their pyjamas instead. We have a range of activities that promote reading during the week including an 

opportunity to buy a £1 book from a book fair, a book swap activity run by the PTA , author visits, stop and 

read activities and book making workshops.  


