Executive Director of Families, Children &
Learning
Hove Town Hall,
Norton Road,
Hove
BN3 3BQ
To:
Parents/Carers of Nursery and Primary
School phase children

Date:

19 March 2021

Dear Parents and Carers
This letter provides important information about COVID testing for people in households
with primary aged children or children under 5 who are going to nursery or to
a childminder.
The Government has now expanded the offer of Lateral Flow Device (LFD) COVID home
test kits. Parents, carers and adults in households where a child attends nursery, is cared
for by a childminder or attends primary or secondary school are recommended to test
twice weekly. LFD tests are for people who are symptom free. They can identify people
who have COVID but have no symptoms who could be passing it on to others without
knowing.

Who are COVID LFD home test kits for?
Adults in households with nursery, primary and secondary school and college age
children, and childcare and support bubbles.
Children and young people who are in secondary school and college (tests provided by the
schools)
They are NOT for primary school aged children or younger children
What’s the purpose of the test?
Adults and secondary school pupils in the household who do not have any symptoms are
asked to test twice a week in order to increase the chance of identifying someone who has
Covid-19.

Which test should I use?
If you, your child or anyone in the household has symptoms that could be COVID
Get a PCR test Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)
Do not use an LFD home test
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Use LFD home tests for twice weekly routine symptom free testing of adults
What’s the difference between LFD home tests and PCR tests?
The PCR test is for people with symptom of COVID. The results take a day or two to
come back.
The LFD test is for people without symptoms of COVID. You can do the test at home and
get the result immediately. If the result is positive you will need to get a PCR test to
confirm the result.
Do’s and Don’ts
DO Take the LFD test twice a week and report your result whether it is positive
or negative following the instructions in your test kit.
DO Confirm a positive LFD test result by getting a PCR test
The household should start self isolating
Book a PCR test appointment or order a PCR test kit to be delivered to your
home. Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus - GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk)
If the PCR test is negative, the household can stop self-isolating
DON’T Use the LFD test for your primary or pre-school aged children
If they have been instructed to self-isolate as a contact of a COVID case – a
negative result (either LFD or PCR) will not allow your child to return to school or
nursery before the end of their 10 day self-isolation period.
DON’T Use the LFD test if your child or anyone in the household has
COVID symptoms
if you, your child or anyone in the household has COVID symptoms, they must book
a PCR test.
A negative LFD home test result only shows a reduced risk of having COVID.
A positive LFD home test result requires a PCR test to confirm.
How can I get my COVID LFD home test kits?
There are two ways of getting hold of home test kits for households of children and young
people.
Collect locally
Collect up to 2 test kits with 14 individual tests from the following test sites between 1.00
and 8pm Mon-Sun. You don’t need to book just turn up and collect.
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These sites are located at:
• East Brighton Tennis Courts, Brighton BN25UA
• Preston Park Brighton BN16SD
• Disused School Site - junction of Mile Oak Road and High Street - Portslade BN41
2PG
For more details: https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/
Online ordering for self-test. Order 1 test kit with 7 individual tests on-line for delivery to
your home. For more details: Schools, nurseries and colleges testing: order coronavirus
(COVID-19) rapid lateral flow home test kits - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) .

For further information about testing: https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/covidschools
Thank you to you and your families for your support and understanding at what we know is
still a challenging time.

Your sincerely,

Deb Austin
Executive Director,
Families, Children & Learning.

Alistair Hill
Director of Public Health
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