
 

 
 
Dear all, 
 
After the government announcement last night, we now know all schools, including Elm 
Grove, are going to be partially closed until at least the February half term. I understand 
how concerning this will be for all parents and carers on many levels: loss of learning, 
impact on the children's emotional well-being, individual family health and financial 
circumstances, to name but a few. I want to reassure you that everyone at Elm Grove is 
working extra hard to do all they can to support you and the children at this time, as well as 
managing their own personal situations.  
 
We do ask that you support the school by engaging with Class DoJo activities provided for 
each year group. There will be daily maths and English lessons to watch, and follow up 
activities, as well as other subject lessons for the children to undertake and messages from 
school staff. The children in school will be following the same lesson content as those 
working remotely. School staff will be responding to work and comments daily so please ask 
any questions you may have through this platform. Each year group team is taking 
responsibility for this so your child will receive feedback from other staff members as well as 
their teacher. If you do not have a Class Dojo log-in for your child/ren, please email 
admin@elmgrove.brighton-hove.sch.uk asap and we will send them to you. Please include 
your child's name and class in your email address.  
You can also email or call the office if you do not have access to a suitable device at home, 
and the school will supply paper packs of work for collection.  
The school has a limited number of free Vodofone sim cards with 30GB of data for 90 days, 
to distribute. Again, email the office if your child would benefit from receiving one and they 
will be given out in priority order until they have all gone. 
 
 
Please can we also request that parents and carers only utilise the keyworker places in 
school if it is absolutely essential. It is important to check you qualify for a space using the 
government guidance before requesting a place: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-
educational-provision 
 
The school is already close to capacity and we have had to turn down some requests. This is 
the last thing we want to have to do and it goes against all we believe in. However, in order 
to minimise risk we need to teach in smaller class groups. If groups in school grow, we 
would need to add further groups. We already have 7. Adding more groups would mean 
that staff would not be available to effectively support the remote learning for children not 
in school, as this is in itself a full-time job. We are doing our very best to support our more 
vulnerable pupils and children of critical keyworkers, but it is really important that the 
children of critical keyworkers are only in school when it would otherwise prevent their 
keyworker parent(s) from working. 
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Elm Grove Out of School Club is continuing to operate for children attending school. If you 
need a place, please contact them directly. Places will be charged at the usual rate. 
We are still awaiting confirmation regarding free school meal vouchers and will update 
affected families as soon as we know more detail. We have however been informed that 
milk and fruit supplies are not operating. Please be aware of this and supply a fruit snack if 
your child does attend a keyworker or vulnerable pupil place. 
 
Take care everyone. This is such a tough time for us all. Thank you for all the supportive and 
positive messages we have received to date; they have been much appreciated.  Please bear 
with us - our staff are working incredibly hard to provide the best provision possible despite 
their own personal worries and situations linked to the virus, and I would like to publicly 
thank them for being such a fantastic team of caring and committed professionals. 
 
Finally, I would like to welcome Mrs Carla Kemp back as SENCO from maternity leave, Mr 
Victor Brito Costa as Site Manager and Mr Andy Ray as part time teaching assistant in Y4 
Cedar. I would also like to send best wishes to Ms Anna Burfield as she commences her 
maternity leave.  
 
Best wishes, 
Louise Willard 
 


