
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am very mindful that I'm contacting you during your Christmas break. However, it feels important to communicate 

with you all given the current COVID uncertainty and the ever-changing political position, and I know parents will 

want to be kept up to date with changes as quickly as possible. 

I have attached a letter from Brighton and Hove Local Authority which has just been sent to all local Headteachers. It 

clearly explains the council's position. As a result Elm Grove Primary will move to remote learning from Tuesday 

January 5th (the start of the new term), apart from for essential keyworker and vulnerable children (see link for list 

of critical workers and vulnerable children below). 

The school will make contact with families who may be classed as vulnerable on Monday to discuss possible 

provision. However, please call the school if you haven't been contacted by 2pm and you feel your child may be in 

this category. 

If you are an essential keyworker and require a school place for your child/children, please phone the school office 

on Monday 4th January, giving their name and class, and your job role (tel 01273 708004). It is really important that 

you only use this provision if you are an essential keyworker with no other possible childcare provision available in 

your household (from working or non-working adults). In order to minimise risk in school, it is vital that pupil 

numbers are kept to a minimum. So please only use this provision if it is essential for you to so. 

The school requests that keyworker and vulnerable children to attend either fulltime, or on set days each week. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-

for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

All other families will be contacted during the morning of January 5th to update them on remote learning provision 

and how to access it. We are in a much stronger position in terms of remote learning systems than the previous 

lockdown and are well-prepared to continue pupil learning in the most effective way possible, although we are very 

aware remote learning is no substitute for face-to-face learning in the classroom. 

This is all the information we currently have but we will keep you updated with any further guidance and changes. 

This isn't the New Year any of us had hoped for. However, the vaccine is in sight and this will be the way forward to 

make everyone feel safe at school, and in the wider community and beyond. 

 

Best wishes, 

Louise Willard (Headteacher), Diana Boyd (Chair of Governors), Theresa Young & James Waring (Deputy 

Headteachers) 
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