
 

 

Dear Hannah and Deb, 

 

Following receipt of your letter to primary schools yesterday, I shared it with our board of governors. 

We are supportive of the local authority position to delay full reopening of primary schools in 

Brighton and Hove. However, we do have a few queries. 

Governors are concerned about the long-term impact on children's learning, mental health and 

wellbeing - particularly for the most vulnerable. A concern shared, I know, by the local authority and 

school leaders. We therefore need as much information as possible about your plans for decision 

making to ensure the children can be supported as effectively as possible.  

We understand that the current advice lasts until the 18th January, although this wasn't specified in 

your letter to headteachers.  Could you clarify the local authority's plan for next steps: is there a date 

for when your current advice will be reviewed, and what information would form the basis of any 

advice to schools at that point? 

We are also concerned about the transmissibility of the new variant, and the impact of this on the 

validity of the current risk assessment framework. Is there a plan to issue new guidance on risk 

assessments, and have you received any information from the DfE about this? 

Finally, we believe it is essential that teachers and school support staff are prioritised for 

vaccination. The government's priority to keep schools open can only happen if there is a workforce 

in place. While other professions in tier 4 are being asked to work from home wherever possible, 

teachers are being told to go into a classroom of children from 30+ families, in the face of a variant 

whose increased transmissibility means uncertainty and anxiety about the effectiveness of 

mitigating risk. This increased risk and exposure, coupled with their fundamental key worker role not 

only in education, but also health, social care, safeguarding and indeed the economy, means that 

they should be very high priority for vaccination. Can you let me know what you are doing to address 

this issue with central government, or how we as governors can work with you to do so. 

 

Many thanks for all your hard work during this incredibly challenging start to the new year. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you, 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Diana 

 

Diana Boyd 

Chair of Governors 

Elm Grove Primary School 


